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Box PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent 
and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the reference listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent 
application submitted herewith. 

Copies of-the foreign patents, as well as English translations of the 
abstracts, are enclosed. 

While the information and reference disclosed in this Information 
Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, it is not intended 
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to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other information refenred 
to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 



Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made 
or that no other material information as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(a) exists. In 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure statement 
shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically 
designated as such. 



filed, asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper 
hereafter filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, 
under Order No. 30071/41010. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information 



The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees 



Dated: May 4, 2005 



Respectfully submitted. 



RiehafTB. Hoffm^Reg. No. : 
MARSHALL, GER8TEIN & BORl 
233 S. Wacker Dnve, Suite 6300 
Sears Tower 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 

(312)474-6300 

Attorney for Applicant 
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Not Yet Assigned 
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Relevant Passages or Relevai 
Figures Appear 



, FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Ctted Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 




Counby Code'-Numbei'-Kind Code'ffftoioiw); 




B-1 


DE-19741476-A1 


03-18-1999 


Horst 
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EP-1097871-A1 


05-09-2001 


Strohn et al. 
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PCT-WO 03/024861 -A1 


03-27-2003 


Eder 
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USPTO Patent Documet 
Japanese patent documents, the indicatior 
by the appropriate symbols as Indicated or 
Translation is attached. 



in conformance wi 



or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letler code (WlPO S 
the year of the reign of the Empeior nnust precede tlie serial number of the patent documen 
! document under WlPO Standard ST.16 If possible. * Applicant is to place a check marie her 



ee Kinds Codes of 
idardST.3). *For 
'Kind of d( 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 
and/or countiY where published. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomnance v»ith MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confbnnance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'Applicant is to place a check marit here if English language Translation is attached. 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JG/ 



{Examiner I 



